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Step 9 Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when 
to do so would injure them or others
Tradition 9 (Short Form ) A.A., as such, ought never be organized; but we may create 
service boards or committees directly responsible to those they serve.
(Long Form) Each A.A. group needs the least possible organization. Rotating leader-
ship is the best. The small group may elect its secretary, the large group its rotating 
committee, and the groups of a large metropolitan area their central or intergroup 
committee, which often employs a full-time secretary. The trustees of the Gener-
al Service Board are, in effect, our A.A. General Service Committee. They are the 
custodians of our A.A. Tradition and the receivers of voluntary A.A. contributions by 
which we maintain our A.A. General Service Office at New York. They are authorized 
by the groups to handle our over-all public relations and they guarantee the integrity 
of our principal newspaper, the A.A. Grapevine. All such representatives are to be 
guided in the spirit of service, for true leaders in A.A. are but trusted and experienced 
servants of the whole. They derive no real authority from their titles; they do not gov-
ern. Universal respect is the key to their usefulness.
Concept 9 (Short Form)  Good service leadership at all levels is indispensable for our 
future functioning and safety. Primary world service leadership, once exercised by 
the founders, must necessarily be assumed by the trustees.
(Long Form) Good service leaders, together with sound and appropriate methods of 
choosing them, are at all levels indispensable for our future functioning and safety. 
The primary world service leadership once exercised by the founders of A.A. must 
necessarily be assumed by the Trustees of the General Service Board of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

On Tradition Nine
“A.A., as such, ought never be organized; but we may create service boards or

committees directly responsible to those they serve.”
Editorial by Bill W.

A.A. Grapevine, August 1948

     “Each A.A. Group needs the least possible organization. Rotating leadership is the 
best. The small group may elect its secretary, the large group its rotating committee, 
and the groups of a large Metropolitan area their central or intergroup committee, 
which often employs a full-time secretary. The Trustees of The Alcoholic Foundation 
are, in effect, our A.A. General Service Committee. They are the custodians of our 
A.A. Tradition and the receivers of voluntary A.A. contributions by which we maintain 
our A.A. General Service Office in New York. They are authorized by the groups to 
handle our over-all public relations and they guarantee the integrity of our principal 
newspaper, “The A.A. Grapevine.” All such representatives are to be guided in the 
spirit of service, for true leaders in A.A.                (continued on page 3)
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Jeremy H. - Chair 
Chair@albuquerqueaa.org

Morgan D. - Secretary 
Secretary@albuquerqueaa.org

Aaron  - Treasurer 
Treasurer@albuquerqueaa.org

Linda - Schedule Editor 
Schedule@albuquerqueaa.org

Open Position - Member-at-Large 
MemberAtLarge@albuquerqueaa.org

Open Position - Intergroup Liaison

Steve R. - Pass It On Editor 
PassItOn@albuquerqueaa.org

Jerry R. - Special Needs Coordinator 
SpecialNeeds@albuquerqueaa.org

Alli V. - Web Site Chair 
Web@albuquerqueaa.org

Christy - Media Librarian 
Media@albuquerqueaa.org

Mike - Community Outreach 
CommunityOutreach@albuquerqueaa.org

Michael W. - CO Coordinator 
Coordinator@albuquerqueaa.org

Debra  - Alternate CO Coordinator 
AltCoordinator@albuquerqueaa.org

Intergroup Rep. Meeting 
2 pm, 2nd Sunday, Brownbaggers 

District 3 - 2 pm, 2nd Saturday 
Call the DCM for location 

District 11 - 9 am, 2nd Saturday 
Harwood Methodist Church  
420 San Lorenzo NW (at 4th) 

District 12  - 10:15 am, 2nd Satur-
day, Heights Club, 8520 Marble NE 
in Rm #3

District 13 - 10 am, 2nd  Saturday, 
St Thomas of Canterbury (2nd 
floor) 425 University Blvd NE (1 blk 
N of MLK Blvd)

District 18 - 10:30am, 2nd Satur-
day, United Methodist Church, 136 
Calle Don Andres, Bernalillo, NM

Excerpts from Alcoholics Anonymous, Twelve Steps and 

Twelve Traditions, and Living Sober, are printed with per-

mission of A.A.W.S., Inc. Excerpts from The Grapevine, 

are printed with permission of the AA Grapevine Inc.

Central Office Intergroup
Steering Committee

Albuquerque Area
Business Meetings

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Nothing much to report other than PIO is back to reprints. I’d much rather 
read sobriety-oriented articles by local fellowship members, but if nobody 
writes & submits, what can I do?

My apologies to any people/groups whose sobriety birthdays slipped 
through the cracks and didn’t get published. From now on, whenever I get 
an e-mail submission of sobriety birthdays, I’ll immediately send a reply 
that it has been received. If you’re unable to submit by e-mail, please 
phone it in to Central Office and they’ll pass it on to me via email. Once 
again a reminder on sobriety birthday submissions...please include: 1) 
First name & last initial, 2) the month the birthday took place in, 3) the 
actual sobriety date, 4) length of continuous sobriety celebrated and 5) 
home group. If you don’t submit all the proper information following these 
guidelines, it may result in non-publication...

The Central Office Steering Committee currently has 2 immediate open-
ings: 1) Member-At-Large and 2) Intergroup Liasion. In December In-
tergroup will be holding elections for 5 Steering Committee positions: 
Special Needs, Schedule Editor, Secretary, Pass It On Editor, & 
Chair. Serving on the Steering Committee is a great way to do ser-
vice work and isn’t as big of a time committment as you might think. 
Email Chair@albuquerqueaa.org for more information.

SUBMISSIONS for PIO publication (articles, stories, announcements, flyers, sobriety birthdays, 
etc.), letters to the editor, questions, comments, suggestions and criticism are always welcomed 
at PassItOn@albuquerqueaa.org and will  receive a prompt reply and appropriate consideration 

for publication.

Dr. Paul O., In His Own Voice 

Remember when “Doctor, Alcoholic, Addict” on page 439 in the 3 rd Edi-
tion of the Big Book was changed to “Acceptance Was The Answer” and 
moved to page 407 in the 4 th Edition?  Now you can hear Paul O.’s story 
in his own voice when you rent CD #229 at Central Office’s Media Library.  

Get it today!

“Abandon yourself to God as you understand God. Admit your faults to 
Him and to your fellows. Clear away the wreckage of your past. Give 
freely of what you find and join us. We shall be with you in the Fellowship 
of the Spirit, and you will surely meet some of us as you trudge the Road 
of Happy Destiny.”

                                    - Alcoholics Anonymous (“The Big Book”), page 164
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On Tradition 9 (continued from page 1)
are but trusted and experienced servants of the whole. They derive no real authority from their titles; they 
do not govern. Universal respect is the key to their usefulness.” 

The least possible organization, that’s our universal ideal. No fees, no dues, no rules imposed on anybody, 
one alcoholic bringing recovery to the next; that’s the substance of what we most desire, isn’t it?

But how shall this simple ideal best be realized? Often a question, that.

We have, for example, the kind of A.A. who is for simplicity. Terrified of anything organized, he tells us that 
A.A. is getting too complicated. He thinks money only makes trouble, committees only make dissension, 
elections only make politics, paid workers only make professionals and that clubs only coddle slipees. 
Says he, let’s get back to coffee and cakes by cozy firesides. If any alcoholics stray our way, let’s look after 
them. But that’s enough. Simplicity is our answer.

Quite opposed to such halcyon simplicity is the A.A. promotor. Left to himself he would “bang the cannon 
and twang the lyre” at every crossroad of the world. Millions for drunks, great A.A. hospitals, batteries of 
paid organizers and publicity experts wielding all the latest paraphernalia of sound and script; such would 
be our promoters dream. “Yes sir,” he would bark “My two year plan calls for one million A.A. members by 
1950!”

For one, I’m glad we have both conservatives and enthusiasts. They teach us much. The conservative will 
surely see to it that the A.A. movement never gets over organized. But the promoter will continue to remind 
us of our terrific obligation to the newcomer and to those hundreds of thousands of alcoholics still waiting 
all over the world to hear of A.A.

We shall, naturally, take the firm and safe middle course. A.A. has always violently resisted the idea of 
any general organization. Yet, paradoxically, we have ever stoutly insisted upon organizing certain special 
services; mostly those absolutely necessary to effective and plentiful 12th Step work.

If, for instance, an A.A. group elects a secretary or rotating committee, if an area forms an intergroup com-
mittee, if we set up a Foundation, a General Office or a Grapevine, then we are organized for service. The 
A.A. book and pamphlets, our meeting places and clubs, our dinners and regional assemblies -- these are 
services too. Nor can we secure good hospital connections, properly sponsor new prospects and obtain 
good public relations just by chance. People have to be appointed to look after these things, sometimes 
paid people. Special services are performed.

But by none of these special services, has our spiritual or social activity, the great current of A.A. ever been 
really organized or professionalized. Yet our recovery program has been enormously aided. While impor-
tant, these service activities, are very small by contrast with our main effort.

As such facts and distinctions become clear, we shall easily lay aside our fears of blighting organization or 
hazardous wealth. As a movement, we shall remain comfortably poor; for our service expenses are trifling.

With such assurances, we shall without doubt, continue to improve and extend our vital lifelines of special 
service; to better carry out our A.A. message to others; to make for ourselves a finer greater society, and, 
God willing, to assure Alcoholics Anonymous a long life and perfect unity.

Bill W.
The A.A. Grapevine, August, 1948
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Intergroup Rep. Meeting Minutes August 11, 2013
Open @ 14:02

Open/ Attendees  Alli V.- Singleness of Purpose, Jerry R.- Serendipity, Morgan D.- 
Straight pepper Diet, Stephen G.- Dry Nooners, George B.- Singleness of Purpose, 
Colin M.- Candlelight Group, Daniel Z.- Came to Believe- Estancia, NM, Melissa 
Sunrise catchers, Mac- How it Works, Jacob- Straight Pepper Diet, Debra K.- In 
the Book, Heather G.- QIOF, Sarah- Strange Mental Blank Spot, Chyna B.- Dawn 
Patrol, Michael W.- Too Much for Us, Chuck R.- Foothills, Jamie M.- One Day at a 
Time, Michal C.- Happy Hour, Lisa H.- Any Lengths, Sharon H.- Any Lengths, Aaron 
C.- Too Much for Us, Gage H.-In the Book, Erica M.- Woman’s Gratitude Group/ 
District 11, Kristen E.- Grateful Girls, Christy O.- Promises, Martha M.- Promises, 
Tom R.- Seeking Serenity, Mike W.- Community Outreach

Minutes Change the date from May to July. District 12 is planning a workshop, not 
Michael     himself. Why is Ally’s report all in bold? Change Mikes report from “it 
been..” to “it has been”. Minutes accepted with above amendments.

Treasurer’s Report  Looks better this month. Group contributions were up from 
recent months, but still down for the year. Revenues and literature sales are up. 
Total expenses are up due to the increase in sales. Not having excess inventory 
has helped a lot in allowing us to not touch our prudent reserve. Total Revenues: 
$10,280.69 Cost of Sales: $4,237.38 Gross Income: $6,043.31 Total Expenses: $ 
5,450.46 Net Income: $592.85

Central Office Coordinator  Individual contributions are also up compared to past 
months. Paid income tax for the state. They have said it went through, but have 
not taken it out of our account. It’s $504.00. Waiting for a shipment of grapevine 
material, will call them if it doesn’t come this week. Got large print Big Books in. I 
invite everyone to attend the 12 step workshop next Saturday. 

Alternate Central Office Coordinator Calls are up for the month, but down from 
last year. 87 regular desk workers. Michael worked 1 -2hour shift. Pam worked 2- 3 
hour shifts. One night we did not have a night phone due to a power outage.

Member at Large (Position currently vacant)

Pass It On Editor Absent. Seeking serenity has been submitting birthdays on 
time- but this is the second time in a row they have not been printed in the Pass It 
On.  Promises birthdays have also not been getting in. I think Steve was confused 
between the Seeking Serenity and Singleness of Purpose meetings.

Media Librarian Found a lot of supplies at Central Office, some blank CD’s and I 
donated some cases. Debra has helped me out a lot.

Web Guardian  Media Library is available online- the link is on the bottom of the 
home page. Available positions are also on the home page. PIO was e-mailed to 

Central Office encourages all groups to elect an Intergroup representative. 
Join us at the next Intergroup meeting the second Sunday of every month, 

at 2 pm, at the Brownbaggers.
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142 subscribers.Debra: I need to send you a new address for a meeting 
that switched locations. Thank you for helping Christy with the media list.

Schedule Editor  ?

Community Outreach Been a slow month- nothing to report.

Special Needs Coordinator  Contacted interpreter to submit her invoice 
for this last month. She has not done it yet, but is working on it.  If a group 
or district wants to utilize an interpreter they will provide the funds for it. 
It costs about $35/ hour.

OLD BUSINESS  - Our Area Delegate Alan will be speaking here on 
November 10th. Details to be determined. - FYI we spent a little bit more 
money to buy the In-Design software for the PIO editor. 

NEW BUSINESS - Member at Large and Group Liaison are both open 
positions. - Other Positions Open during elections this year: Special 
Needs, Schedule Editor, Secretary, PIO Editor, & Chair. - As we get closer 
to elections we will elect a nominating committee. - District 11 will host 
an Intergroup Speaker meeting on November 17th Sunday. Time and 
place has not been decided on yet. - Do we want to change next month’s 
meeting date, since the Assembly is the same weekend? - No.

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS  - In the Book Potluck/ speaker meeting on 
Monday August 12th @ 6pm. Dick C. will speak. At the Destiny Center in 
Rio Rancho. - District 11 and 18 are hosting a campout /picnic on Aug 24th 
in Jemez starting at 8am. Speaker at 2pm.  Fellowship, hikes, gratitude 
meeting, and some people are going to stay and camp. - NMCYPAA will 
be here next year. We are going to start asking people to be involved and 
be of service. - What was the result of District 3 elections? We elected 
Martha as DCM, Carmen is secretary, & Eric is treasurer. - Thank you to 
District 18 for the speaker meeting in Jemez.

Close @ 14:45

Central Office
Urgently Needs 
Desk Workers

Requirements for this service 

opportunity are six months of 

sobriety, a sponsor and a home 

group. A desk shift at Central 

Office can enhance your sobriety. 

It can broaden your view of the 

service structure of your group, 

your district and your area. 

And it’s fun!

Call Central Office today

at 266-1900. 

SOBRIETY BIRTHDAY CALENDAR
COSMOPOLITAN August: Westley 4 years, Ginger 9 years, Dave 14 years, 
Dave 14 years, Rat R. 26 years
EL CENTRO July: Jerry 2 years, Mike F. 11 years, Ray 12 years, Stacey 18 
years
EXPERIENCE, STRENGTH & HOPE Sally F. 29 years
HIGH NOON Diana O. 37 years 
ISLETA Jackie 6 months, Tino 2 years, Dennis 9 years, Ray 12 years, Bel-
lina 27 years; September: Isleta Group 67 years
PROMISES July: Anthony H. 1 month, Stephanie L. 13 years, Joyce H. 27 
years
SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE July: Gerdean O. 22 years
YOUR GROUP BIRTHDAYS ??COULD?? BE HERE TOO.......STEP UP & SEND ‘EM IN

Please submit your sobriety birthday(s) (including homegroup, name, sobriety date & length of
continuous sobriety) to PassItOn@albuquerqueaa.org. 

Failure to properly submit s-b days may result in non-publication.
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I drank to stimulate thought and blacked out; I drank to make conversation and tied my 
tongue; I drank for warmth and lost my cool; I drank to forget and became haunted; I drank 
for freedom and became a slave; I drank for power and became powerless; I drank to erase 
problems and saw them multiply; I drank to cope with life and invited death...or worse; I 
drank because I had the right and everything turned out wrong.

JULY 2013
Monthly Service Activities Report
PHONE CALLS  JULY13 JUNE13 JULY12
 Information 629 585 672  
 12-Step 16 22 19  
 Al-Anon 17 15 12  
 Message 38 36 40
 Other 122 120 147  
 TOTAL 822 778 890

WALK INS 
 Information 16 18 15  
 12-Step 2 1 1
 Al-Anon 0 0 0
 Get Schedule 8 19 11
 Purchase 209 164 155
 Media 6 3 3  
 Message 3 3 4
 Casual 24 33 47  
                            Other                       29               19             35
                        TOTAL    297             260           271

ALBUQUERQUEAA.ORG WEB STATS
       Unique Visitors 3620 3470 3202 
               Number of Visits 6575 6332 ?         
               Pages                            28111 27088 ?

DESK WORKERS* 
 Regulars 46 45 49 
 Substitutes 41 40 29  
 TOTAL 87 85 78   

DESK SHIFTS* 
 Weekdays 138 120 132 
 Weekends 40 50 45 
 TOTAL 178 170 177  

WEEKDAY SHIFTS*
 Worked by Regulars                117(88%)   98(82%)   33(73%)
 Worked by Substitutes 7(17%)      6(12%)     12(27%)
 TOTAL 135 120 45            

WEEKEND SHIFTS*
 Worked by Regulars 33(83%)     44(88%)      
 Worked by Substitutes                6(12%)        6(15%)     
 TOTAL 40 50 
NMCYPAA Picnic (7/7/13) Bathroom Breaks - 32
SHIFTS WORKED BY MICHAEL
  0- 3 hr (0)  
          1 - 2hr  (2 hr)    
  Night - 0  
SHIFTS WORKED BY PAM
  2- 3 hr (6) 
          1-2hr (2)  
   Night - (0) 
TOTAL  8 hours 
 
NIGHT SHIFTS NOT COVERED    1 (PHONE OUT)          
*INCLUDES NIGHT PHONE

AA EVENTS CALENDAR
THIS MONTH’S EVENTS

Saturday September 7 - Sunday September 8, 2013 
- Area 46 (Voting) Assembly Ruidoso, NM (visit www.
newmexicoaa.org for more info)
Saturday September 15, 2013 - District 3 Business 
Meeting Potluck 1:30pm, Meeting 2pm. Hosted by the Cos-
mopolitan Group, Rio Grande Presbyterian Church, 600 
Coors NW, Albuquerque
Friday September 20 - Sunday September 22, 2013 - 
Taos Mountain Fiesta Sagebrush Inn,  1508 Paseo del 
Pueblo Sur, Taos, NM. For more info visit: www.taosmoun-
tainfiesta.org
Friday September 20 - Sunday September 22, 2013 
- 33rd Annual Tumbleweed Conference Lea County 
Events Center, 5101 Lovington Hwy., Hobbs, NM. More 
info: email hobbstumbleweed@yahoo.com
Saturday September 21, 2013 - Sobriety Through the 
Three Legacies Workshop 1pm. Panel Members Ralph T, 
Marsha S & Alan S. First Presbyterian Church, 1318 14th 
St. Alamagordo, NM
Saturday September 28, 2013 26th Annual New Mexico 
AA Women’s Sobriety Fest More info at: www.nmaawsf.
com
Saturday September 28, 2013 - Isleta Group 67th An-
niversary 6:30pm Potluck, 7pm Speaker Meeting: Howard 
P. from Acoma, 9pm-midnight free dance. Isleta Club, 1829 
Isleta Blvd. SW, Albuquerque

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday October 5, 2013 - Area 46 Treatment, Corrections, Bridge 
The Gap & Public Information Service Workshop 11:30am Intro, 12noon 
Speakers, 1pm Breakout session & potluck, 2:30pm Wrap up & final speak-
ers. Eagles Park Recreation Center, 305 Eagle Lane, Belen, NM
Friday October 11 - Sunday October 13, 2013 - Southwest Regional AA 
Forum  Biltmore Hotel, 401 South Meridan Av.Oklahoma City, OK
Saturday October 19, 2013 - Sponsorship Workshop Working with oth-
ers. Hosted by District 18.9am-2pm. Potluck lunch, turkey & ham provided. 
Madonna Parish Hall, State Rd. 4 between mile marker 15 & 16, Jemez 
Springs, NM
Saturday October 26, 2013 - District 11 22nd Annual Trad9am-2pm. 
itions Conference 8:30am Registration Y& light breakfast, 9am Traditions 
presentations, 12noon Potluck lunch, 1pm Speaker, 2pm Door Prize Draw-
ing & close. Nativity Church Parish Hall, 9502 4th Street NW, Albuquerque
Saturday December 7 - Sunday December 8, 2013 Area 46 Assembly - 
District 18’s 1st Assembly. St. Thomas of Aquinas School, Rio Rancho, NM

For more and/or updated information on 
Albuquerque and New Mexico AA Events go to: 

http://albuquerqueaa.org and http://www.newmexicoaa.org/
For other AA events nationally and worldwide visit www.aa.org.
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For more info:  http://www.aa.org/subpage.cfm?page=104



Albuquerque Central Office 
1921 Alvarado NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505) 266-1900
www.AlbuquerqueAA.org
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Albuquerque 
Intergroup

Central Office 

1921 Alvarado NE 
2 blocks north of Constitution and  

4 blocks east of San Mateo 
 

(505) 266-1900

www.AlbuquerqueAA.org 

Hours:
Monday through Friday 

8 am to 10 pm
Saturday and Sunday 

9 am to 9 pm 

Pass It On Subscription $7.00 Annually

Subscribe Today!

Name

Address

City  State Zip 

This is a gift, please sign my name on the card: 

Name

Please make checks payable to Central Office of Albuquerque. 
Mail your check or come by the office and drop it off. 
1921 Alvarado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110

Become a Faithful Fiver !! 
Pledge $5 a month to Central Office and 

you’ll get Pass It On delivered to your door.


