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Should We Have Open Carry Guns in AA Meetings?

Here in Albuquerque, New Mexico, several AA groups have
been wrestling with the issue of allowing “open carry” guns
and weapons in the meetings. By some, this has been called an
“outside issue”, stating that the only requirement for member-
ship is a desire to stop drinking.

In my (not so humble) opinion, fundamental safety in an AA
meeting is not an outside issue. An AA meeting must be per-
ceived by those attending, and by the community at large, as a
safe place.

The visual image of a gun on a hip does not help create that

impression. A visible gun does what is intended - it intimidates.

In a place offering safety, recovery, and healing to people who
come to AA with all sorts of trauma, anger, emotional instabil-
ity, and trouble, the visual presence of loaded weapons on
belts, coupled with statements of explosive anger by people
carrying those guns as | have heard in group sharing, creates a
less than “safe” environment of recovery.

We in AA need to hold a place of safety and neutrality for peo-
ple who arrive in states of fear, confusion, desperation, and
anger, as was done for me when | arrived 31 years ago.

Our primary purpose in AA is not the 2nd amendment. It is to
stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.

To me, it seems self serving in the extreme that the folks in-

sisting on their right to open carry cannot consider the impact

of that on other alcoholics --- many of them victims of gun vio-

lence and abuse --- and to have the common courtesy to re-
spect the first tradition, “our common welfare should come
first...”

Apparently, this issue has surfaced in other states. In one case,
a shooting did occur, and the resultant news headlines,
“Shooting at AA meeting” did nothing to help AA as a whole,
creating negative impressions both inside and outside the AA
community.

“It can’t happen here” is a common aspect of denial. Opening
the door to emotionally unstable people to carry weapons is a
slippery slope. Earlier in my sobriety in California, | had a guy,
unprovoked, pull a knife and directly threaten me, up close.
We were able to talk him down, amidst comments that he was
“just a crazy guy”. Well, the incident speaks for itself. Add a
gun to that scenario.

If this is an issue for a group conscience, then so be it. Inadvert-
ently creating a safe haven for the open carry of guns in AA
feels like a slippery slope in a place where we are supposed to
be creating a safe haven for the recovering alcoholic.

By Peter H., Albuquerque, NM

ANNUAL CENTRAL OFFICE PICHNIGC
Albuguerque’s Intergroup cordially invites

you and your family
to the Annual Central Office Picnic!
Please bring a side dish and sit on

Saturday, August 20, 2016
11:00AM—4:00PM
Alvarado Park
2000 Alvarado NE
Albuguerque, NM
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Pass It On Subscription Form

Albuquerque Area Business Meetings

Intergroup Rep. Meeting
2 pm, 2nd Sunday, Brownbaggers

District 3 - 2 pm, 2nd Saturday Call the DCM for location

District 11 - 9 am, 2nd Saturday Grace United Methodist Church
420 San Lorenzo NW (at 4th)

District 12 - 10:15 am, 2nd Saturday, Heights Club,
8520 Marble NE in Rm #3

District 13 - 10 am, 2nd Saturday, St Thomas of Canterbury (2nd floor)
425 University Blvd NE (1 blk N of MLK Blvd)

District 18 - 10:30am, 2nd Saturday, United Methodist Church,
136 Calle Alameda, Bernalillo

Central Office Intergroup
Steering Committee

Lindsey C. - Chair
Chair@albuquerqueaa.org

Ginger B. - Secretary
Secretary@albuquerqueaa.org

Tom M. - Treasurer
Treasurer@albuquerqueaa.org

Lydia R. - Schedule Editor
chedule@albuquerqueaa.org

Vacant - Member-at-Large
MemberAtLarge
@albuquerqueaa.org

Susan W Pass It On Editor
PassltOn@albuquerqueaa.org

Alaina - Special Needs Coordinator
SpecialNeeds@albuquerqueaa.org

Leanna S. - Web Site Chair
Web@albuquerqueaa.org

Ric R. - Media Librarian
Media@albuquerqueaa.org

Jeff C. - Community Outreach
CommunityOut-
reach@albuquerqueaa.org

Vacant - Intergroup Liaison
IntergroupLiaison@albuquerqueaa.org

Michael W. - CO Coordinator
Coordinator@albuquerqueaa.org

Debra - Alternate CO Coordinator
AltCoordinator@albuquerqueaa.org

Tradition Eight

1. Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional, but our service cen-
ters may employ special workers.

2. Is my own behavior accurately described by the Traditions? If not, what needs
changing?

w

When | chafe about any particular Tradition, do | realize how it affects others?

4. Dol sometimes try to get some reward-even if not money-for my personal AA
efforts?

5. Dol try to sound in AA like an expert on alcoholism? On recovery? On medicine?
On sociology? On AA itself? On psychology? On spiritual matters? Or, heaven help
me, even on humility?

6. Do | make an effort to understand what AA employees do? What workers in other
alcoholism agencies do? Can | distinguish clearly among them?

7. In my own AA life, have | any experiences which illustrate the wisdom of this Tradi-
tion?

8. Have | paid enough attention to the book Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions? To
the pamphlet AA Tradition-How It Developed?

Copyright © AA Grapevine, Inc. (December, 1970). Reprinted with permission.

Tradition Eight

Long Form: Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever non-professional. We define
professionalism as the occupation of counseling alcoholics for fees or hire. But we may
employ alcoholics where they are going to perform those services for which we may oth-
erwise have to engage non-alcoholics. Such special services may be well recompensed.
But our usual A.A. "12th Step" work is never to be paid for.

DEADLINE: The deadline for
the submission of articles,
birthdays, and events to the
Pass It On is now the 15th of
the month.

Thank You!

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in
Pass It On are solely those of
the individual author and do
not necessarily represent
those of the Editor, Central
Office, Area 46, any specific
group or AA entity, or of AA
itself and in no way does
publication imply endorse-
ment of such opinions.




Central Office Financial Snapshot

June 2016

Central Office Monthly Service Activity Report

June 2016 June 2016 May 2016 June 2015
June 2016 YTD 2016 Ehonecalls:
Information 372 358 396
Total Revenues | $7985.92 $48552.67 | | 12-Step 18 11 13
Al-Anon 9 4 9
Total Cost of Message 37 26 60
Sales $1890.95 $17034.75 | | Other 74 60 57
510 459 575
Gross Income $6094.97 $31517.92 Total:
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Concept 8
Short Form: The trustees are the principal planners Web Visits: 4135
and administrators of over-all policy and finance. They Deskworkers:*
have custodial oversight of the separately incorporated Regulars 43 41 49
and constantly active services, exercising this through Substitutes 14 26 36
S . . 57 67 85
their ability to elect all the directors of these entities. Total:
Long Form: The Trustees of the General Service Board Deskshifts:*
act in two primary capacities: (a) With respect to the Weekdays 132 132 132
larger matters of over-all policy and finance, they are Weekends 40 L 20
& policy » they 172 177 172
the principal planners and administrators. They and their Total:
primary committees directly manage these affairs. (b) V‘:\%‘“‘:’Y
. . Shifts:
But with respect to our separately incorporated and Worked by 104 (78.8%) 104 (78.8%) 113
constantly active services, the relation of the Trustees is regulars: (85.6%)
mainly that of full stock ownership and of custodial over- \S’V‘t’:ked by 28 (21.2%) 25 (19%) 15 (11.4%)
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sight which they exercise through their ability to elect all 132 (100%) 129 (97.7%) 128 (97%)
directors of these entities. Total:
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e . ) st | worked by 28 (72.5%) 31 (68.8%) 26 (65%)
% “Passing It On” from “Dr. Bob’s Nightmare” 3
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2nd Quarter Group Contributions (to Central Office)

Group or District APR. MAY JUN. 2"QTR. | 2016 YTD
ACCEPTANCE GROUP $60.00 $60.00 $60.00
BROWNBAGGERS $402.00 $402.00 $694.87
CANDLELIGHT GROUP $76.00 $76.00 $76.00
CHILDREN OF CHAOS $16.13 $16.13 $16.13
CONSCIOUS CONTACT $80.00 $80.00 $120.00
CORRALES MEN’S STAG $136.00 $90.00 $226.00 $326.00
COSMOPOLITAN GROUP $20.00 $20.00 $20.00
DAWN PATROL $306.10 $272.98 $334.84 $913.92 $1351.42
DOG ON THE ROOF GROUP $24.00 $24.00 $24.00
DOWNTOWN LUNCH BUNCH $120.67 $50.00 $170.67 $170.67
DRY NOONERS $65.08 $65.08 $65.08
FOOTHILLS GROUP $154.58 $186.57 $341.15 $837.73
FREEDOM FIRST $50.00 $50.00 $100.00
FRIDAY NIGHT SMOKELESS $268.00 $268.00 $268.00
GOODFELLAHS $1.50 $100.00 $101.50 $201.50
GRATEFUL GIRLS $24.01 $24.01 $60.23
HAPPY DESTINY $2.00 $2.00 $2.00
HAPPY HOUR GROUP $52.09 $52.09 $119.81
HIGHWAY 44 GROUP $5.00 $5.00 $5.00
HOW IT WORKS $20.00 $20.00 $80.00
IN THE BOOK $72.00 $47.75 $119.75 $119.75
ISLETA GROUP $54.74 $54.74 $54.74
KEEP IT SIMPLE $46.50 $46.50 $46.50
LIVE AND LET LIVE $11.00 $11.00 $11.00
LUNCH BOX GROUP $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
METROPOLITAN GROUP $20.00 $20.00 $40.00
MIRACLES GROUP $9.00 $9.00 $9.00
NEW FRONTIER $112.50 $112.50 $112.50
OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH $65.00 $65.00 $65.00
PENNY LANE $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
PROMISES GROUP $30.00 $50.00 $80.00 $80.00
RIGHT SIZE GROUP $20.00 $20.00 $40.00 $40.00
RIO RANCHO BEGINNERS GROUP $35.05 $35.05 $96.10
ROUNDUP GROUP $20.00 $20.00 $20.00
SEEKING SERENITY GROUP $583.67 $218.86 $802.53 $1102.53
SERENDIPITY GROUP $113.80 $113.80 $113.80
SERENITY GROUP $98.11 $98.11 $325.84
SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE $80.00 $80.00 $80.00
SOS MONDAY NIGHT $200.00 $200.00 $350.00
SPONSORSHIP AND GROWTH $15.31 $15.31 $164.81
STAG $224.00 $224.00 $224.00
STILL SEEKING SERENITY $100.00 $35.00 $135.00 $266.87
SUNDAY NIGHT SERENTIY $100.00 $100.00 $203.00
SUNRISE CATCHERS GROUP $25.00 $25.00 $55.00
SUNRISE SOBRIETY $30.00 $.50 $30.50 $30.50
SURVIVORS GROUP $33.60 $33.60 $33.60
THERE IS A SOLUTION $40.00 $40.00 $80.00
THREE LEGACIES GROUP $50.00 $50.00 $100.00
WAKE UP CALL $174.33 $235.23 $282.20 $691.76 $1161.86
WESTSIDE GROUP $219.72 $219.72 $267.11
WHO HAS THE KEYS $50.00 $50.00 $100.00
WOMEN IN PROGRESS $300.00 $300.00 $300.00
WOMEN'’S GROUP $23.00 $47.00 $70.00 $70.00
WOMEN’S NOON GRATITUDE $17.00 $16.00 $9.25 $42.25 $103.77




Draft Intergroup Meeting Minutes—July 10, 2016
Brown Bagger Meeting Space

In attendance: Ginger B., IG Secretary/Rep for Serenity Group; Lindsey
C. |G Chair; Johnny W., IG Liaison; Jeff C., IG Community Outreach; Aa-
ron C., |G Substitute Treasurer; Lisa M., IG Rep Dist. 3 & Sunrise Catch-
ers; Alaina G., IG Special Needs; Susan W., Foothills Group; Mike C.,
Dist. 13 IG Rep; Paul C., DCM for Dist. 13; Graham R., Brown Baggers; IG
Rep for Dist. 12 & Lone Rangers; Debra K., C.O. Alt. Coordinator; Gayle
M, |G Rep for Downtown Lunch Bunch; Betty P., IG Rep for In the Book;
Sarah B. Mesa Club; Bill G., IG Rep for Promises; Karen R., IG Rep for
Still Seeking Serenity; Ric R., IG Media Librarian; Nance C, |G Rep for
Any Lenghts Women's Group; Leanna S., IG Website Coordinator; Mari-
anna M., Alt. IG Rep for Grateful Girls; Michael W., C.O. Coordinator;
Lydia, IG Schedule Editor; Henry L., IG Rep for Seeking Serenity and
District 11.

Meeting was opened with the Serenity Prayer at 2:00.

Introductions.

Reports

Secretary: Ginger B. read June’s IG meeting minutes. Motion to accept
minutes was made by Betty P., 2™ by Paul C. Unanimously accept-
ed.

Treasurer: Aaron was filling in for Tom who is on vacation. We are
slightly off from the current month last year, though gross income
increased from the same month last year; total expenses were
down compared to last year, and year to date expenses are down.
We are in the black this month. Year-to-date in the red by $2,900,
although last year this time, we were down by $4,200. Monthly
expenses average $6,000 per month. We would like to have three-
months of expenses in our Prudent Reserve, which is $18,000.
Right now, PR is at $10,000. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s
report was made by Paul C., 2 by Debra K. Unanimously accept-
ed.

Coordinator: Michael said that contributions are on the upswing. We
transferred Web contributions of $50 to the bank. The East Moun-
tain picnic raised over $700 in proceeds for Central Office — this
will show on next month’s financials. Individual contributions
were down last month, but were higher than this time last year.
The meeting schedule page was down due to a glitch with the serv-
er, but all is well now. We are currently down on our stock of Big
Book’s but will purchase more this week. We received over 500
phone calls at the desk in June.

UNM School of Medicine is looking for an AA speaker. We have
one and Jeff C. was asked to work with this person.

Alternate Coordinator: Debra K. Reviewed the service report. 12-Step
calls were up this month. Purchases were down some. We have
43 regular desk workers, down from last month. 99% of the week
days/nights were covered. Michael and Debra worked 21 shifts,
mostly due to vacations. There are two new f/t regular volunteers
and a trainee for evening substitute.
Desk workers are needed for the following shifts
(each shift is every other week)
Saturday from noon to 3PM
Sunday from 9 to noon; 3to 6
Thursday from 1 to 4pm
Friday from 7 to 10 pm
We received a generous gift today from a gentleman who makes
his living recording AA speakers. He is moving out of town and
gifted Central Office with 50 sets of master recordings of speakers.
This will keep Ric, our Media Librarian, busy!
Member At Large: vacant

Pass-1t-On Editor: Sue W., a member of the Foothills Group, stood for

disapproval. A motion was made to accept Sue for the position,
2™ by Debra K. Motion passed unanimously. A big thank you to
Sue!

The basket was passed in honor of the Seventh Tradition, and next
month’s meeting date was announced — 2" Sunday of the month,
which will be August 14™.

Schedule Editor: Lydia reported that there’s a new meeting in Bernalil-
lo at 6AM on Monday & Wednesday at Our Lady of Saviors. The
Reclaiming Life group has changed their name to Women of Cour-
age Recovery Circle; Step It Up group has a time change from 6:00
PM to 6:30 PM; Group 164 has changed its name to Group 164 and
More. The Miracles Group, which met at noon on MWF has been
cancelled; also, the weekend meeting at the VA Hospital at 1:00
PM has been cancelled.

Community Outreach: Jeff C. reported that there is an event on Octo-
ber 28" called CABQ to be held on October 28", with set up on the
27" Lindsey received an email about an event on September 15™
called, ABQ Celebrates Recovery. She will forward that email to
Jeff. Jeff does receive calls and emails for information, and he
refers people out to Al-Anon, Central Office, etc.

Special Needs: Alaina brought flyers for the Special Needs Fund-
raiser — Potluck/Speaker Meeting - to raise funds for ASL In-
terpreters for our members who are hearing impaired. The
Fundraiser will be held at St. Michael & All Angels church on
Saturday, August 27", There will be a potluck, speaker, items
for raffle and a 50-50. Let Alaina know if you're interested in
helping with this event.

Also, the Committee would appreciate it if anyone is available to
drive people with special needs to meetings or to bring a
meeting to them. If this interests you, see Alaina after the
meeting or send an email.

If you are interested in helping out with the Special Needs Com-
mittee in any way, please contact Alaina at special-
needs@albuquerqueaa.org

Media Library: Ric said that all is well, and he’s excited to hear
about the great gift Central Office just received.

Website Coordinator: Leanna provided statistics for hits on the
website in June.

Meeting Page received 245 hits

Meeting Searches for 6,751 hits

Home Page received 1,337 hits (people who searched for
Albuquerque AA)

Events Page received 446 hits

Contact Us Page received 225 hits

Service Page received 168 hits

Media Page received 44 hits

Resources Page (sobriety calendar, links to AA speakers
on-line, media library list, etc., received 243 hits

The Support Page received 184 hits, with 9 people going
into PayPal.

Everything is up to date with the site according to the info that
Leanna has received.

Intergroup Liaison: Johnny W. has been attending meetings to let
groups know about Central Office, their reason for being, and
how they have been commissioned to help the group's.

Continued on page 7



Albuquerque Area and New Mexico AA Events Calendar

: Saturday, August 6, 2016 9:00AM-10:30 AM
: “It's a Central Office Thang” hosted by In The Book

. Come join us and support our Central Office. See what Central Office has to offer as well as what it does for Alcoholics Anonymous and the
still suffering Alcoholic. There will be speakers to talk about Central Office and to share their, experience, strength and hope with us all.

The Rio Rancho United Methodist Church )
1652 Abrazo RD NE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Coffee and Refreshments Provided *

Saturday, August 6, 2016

8:00AM—4:00PM

District 11 Annual Jemez Picnic Jemez Falls Group Picnic Site
Breakfast Provided by El Centro  Potluck Lunch at Noon
Open Meeting at 2:00 pm
Join us for fun, food, fellowship and catch some sun and serenity
About 90 minutes north of Albuquerque on Hwy 550 to Hwy 4

August 12, 13, and14

NMCYPAA 2016 Convention
“Peculiar Mental Twist”
Hotel Encanto
705 South Telshor BLVD, Las Cruces, NM
For more information see website: http://www.nmcypaa.com/ “/

Saturday, August 13, 2016
District 13’s 2nd Annual Picnic Saturday,
Oak Flat in the Locust Picnic Area
District meeting starts at 10:00AM, Picnic starts at 12:00PM
Come join us for fun, food, and sober festivities. We will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, and water. Please bring a side dish to
share.
Directions: From Albuquerque: drive east on I-40 to Exit 175 toward Tijeras, NM. Drive south for 9 miles on State Road 337.
Look for the brown Oak Flat - Cibola National Forest sign, on the east side of the road. Turn east onto Oak Flat Road and follow it
for .39 miles until you reach the entrance on the left side of the road.

: Saturday, August 27 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Albuquerque Intergroup Special Needs Fundraiser
Carrying the AA message to the Deaf Alcoholic
@ @ 5:00PM Potluck 6:00PM Speaker 7:00PM Raffle Fundraiser and 50/50 Raffle
8 ¢ Donate a raffle item today—Contact Alaina at specialneeds@albuquerqueaa.org
St. Michael & All Angels Church
601 Montano Rd NW, Albuquerque

For more information on these and other Albuquerque Area and New Mexico AA events go to : http://albuquerqueaa.org and
http://www.newmexicoaa.org continued on page 7


http://goo.gl/maps/l7uQl

September 9-11, 2016 Alcoholics Anonymous Area 46 Assembly
E Institute of American Indian Arts

83 AVan Nu Po
; Santa Fe 87508
Friday, September 9, 2016 7:30PM Meet and Greet, 8:00PM Traditions Workshop
Saturday, 8:00 AM Call to Order Sunday, 8:30AM Call to Order
For more Information see Flyer at nm-aa.org, listed on Events page

August 21, 2016 - 3:30PM Planning Meeting Nativity Church Join Us!
September 18, 2016 - 3:30PM Planning Meeting Nativity Church Join Us!
September, 24 2016

Women's Sobriety Fest 2016: Love And Tolerance
Nativity Church
9502 4th ST NW, Albuquerque

Please visit www.nmaawsf.com to register or for more information.
Chair: Bess L. Phone: 505.573.0812 Pager: 505.229.0181 email: info@nmaawsf.com

September 16-18, 2016

33rd Annual Taos Mountain Fiesta
Sagebrush Conference Center
Taos, NM

Register Online at www.taosmountainfiesta.org
Contact Us By email at a
Info@taosmountainfiesta.org or call (575 224 2183) TAOS MOUNTAIN EIESTA

2016

October 27-30, 2016
25th NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS CONVENTION
This year's 2016 NAI-AA Convention marks 25 years of carrying the message of AA to the Alcoholic who still suffers.
For more information or to Register Online see website: http://www.nai-aa.com
NAI-AA CONTACT INFORMATION: (702) 716-7033 Email: info@nai-aa.com

Draft Intergroup Meeting Minutes July 10, 2016 Continued from Page 5
Old Business — no old business.
New Business — no new business.
Announcements:
Lisa spoke for Rojo R., who was unable to make it today. Central Office Picnic will be held on August 20". The committee could use
some help — please contact Rojo if you would like to volunteer your time or make a contribution to the picnic.
Paul C.: District 13 is having their 2" Annual Picnic in the Manzano Mountains on August 13™. This will be a fundraiser for Central
Office. Jim H., our Area Delegate, will give his report during the picnic.
Henry: District 11 will also hear Jim’s report at their meeting on August 13" at 9AM at Grace Methodist Church off of 4" Street. Any-
one who would like to attend is welcome.
Graham advised that Brown Bagger’s now has an ASL Interpreter for their 6:00 speaker meetings on Friday and Saturday nights
through August. A contributions can is passed to help pay for the interpreter.
This Friday, Straight Pepper Diet is having a Dessert Potluck & Speaker Meeting. Potluck at 7:30, speaker will begin at 8:00 — Tom C. is
speaking.
Motion to Close was made by Paul C., 2" by Graham. Motion was unanimously approved, with the meeting ending at 3:03 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Ginger B., Secretary


mailto:Info@taosmountainfiesta.org
http://nmaawsf.com/

Albuquerque Central Office
1921 Alvarado NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Subscribe Today!

Pass It On Subscription $7.00 Annually
Name:

Address:

City State Zip

This is a gift, please sign my name on the card:
Name:

Please make checks payable to Central Office of Albuquerque. Mail
your check or come by the office and drop it off.

1921 Alvarado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110

Become a

Faithful Fiver !!

Pledge $5 a month to
Central Office and
you’ll get Pass It On
delivered to your door.

Albuquerque Intergroup
Central Office
(505) 266-1900

1921 Alvarado NE
Albuquerque, NM

2 blocks north of Constitution and
4 blocks east of San Mateo

Hours:

Monday through Friday
8 amto 10 pm

Saturday and Sunday
9amto 9 pm
www.AlbuquerqueAA.org



