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Pass It On...

Albuquerque Intergroup Central Office Newsletter www.albuquerqueaa.org

Tll never forget the first time I met Bill Wilson. I was a couple months sober and so excited,

[4

)

meant to me and my undying gratitude for his starting A.A. When I ran down, he took my
hand in bhis ﬂndsoliﬂlsim])ly, ‘Pass it 07.”” FROM A LETTER TO THE A.A. GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE

so thrilled to actually meet the co-founder that I gushed all over him with what my sobriety

Step 5: “Admitted to God, to ourselves,
and to another human being the exact
nature of our wrongs.”

All of A.A.'s Twelve Steps ask
us to go contrary to our natural
desires...they all deflate our
egos. When it comes to ego
deflation, few Steps are harder
to take than Five. But scarcely
any Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one. -7we/ve
Steps and Twelve Traditions p55
If we skip this vital step, we
may not overcome drinking...
But they had not learned enough
of humility, fearlessness and
honesty, in the sense we find
it necessary, until they told
someone else a// their life story.
-Alcoholics Anonymous p/2&73
When | looked at my list
of resentments, it
apparent | became a master at
self-deception. Eventually | had
convinced myself that everything
really was “your” fault, and |
was the innocent victim. Given
my talent for passing the buck,
it's apparent that a solitary
self appraisal wouldn’'t fit the
bill. Once | tell someone else
the whole shebang | can truly
experience freedom from the
crushing weight of some of these
secrets |'ve tried to hide from you,
as well as becoming accountable
for the parts of my story that |
have previously tried to hide from
myself. Then, | can grow.

became

Tradition 5: “£ach group has but one
primary purpose—ito carry fts message
to the alcoholic who still suffers.”

“Shoemaker, stick to they
last!”...better do one thing
supremely well than many

badly. That is the central theme
of this Tradition. Around it
our Society gathers in unity.
The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of
this principle -7welve Steps
and Twelve Traditions pl50
My understanding of this
Tradition is rooted in humility.
| learn that | must set aside my
personal ambitions, agendas,
issues, opinions and the like,
at whatever personal cost, to
focus on my experience as an
alcoholic and recovery within
A.A. The way | understand it
tells me that while | may have an
addiction to any number of ideas,
activities or substances, A.A.
is here to deal with one issue:
my alcoholism. | didn’t have to
relate on any other level when |
arrived in A.A. | didn't feel that
| needed to have experienced
the many “yets” of our program.
Members of A.A. told me of their
experience with alcoholism and
sobriety and | knew | was home,
at last. We are all unique, with
our own individual stories and
experiences, none more valuable
than another, but in A.A. we deal
with one common problem, and
one common solution.

Concept 5: “Throughout our world
services structure, a traditional “Right
of Appeal” ought to prevail, thus
assuring us that minority apinion will be
heard and that petitions for the redress
of personal grievances will be carefully
considered.”

Newcomers to the A.A.’s General
Service Conference are often
surprised at the pains taken by
the presiding officer to make
sure the minority has a second
opportunity to present its views.
Even after extensive debate on
an issue, followed by a vote in
which a “substantial unanimity”
is reached, those opposed are
polled individually to see if they
wish to speak further to their
minority view. In fact, numerous
instances can be cited in which
this minority view is so compelling
the Conference has then reversed
itself...the minority has the actual
aduty of presenting its views...The
well-heard minority, therefore, is
our chief protection against an
uninformed, misinformed, hasty or
angry majority. -7he Twelve Concepts
for World Service Illustrated
The first time | witnessed a vote
reversed after hearing a minority
opinion | realized | was part of
something truly incredible. All the
misconceptions | had about “A.A.
politicians” immediately
put to rest. | witnessed the spirit
of love and humility in action. |
witnessed a loving God working
within our fellowship.

were
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NEW MEETINGS AND CHANGES

THIS IS AT THE CORNER OF HENDRIX & SAN
PEDRO (JUST SOUTH OF MONTGOMERY), WITH
THE LOCATION ACTUALLY ON HENDRIX.

SEE YOU THERE!

BROWNBAGGERS GROUP IS MOVING ON
MaAY 8TH (SATURDAY) TO

3939 SaN Pepro NE

BuiLpinG F Suite A

WHO’S NEXT?

Who's next? Now that is a great rock album! But today it represents an important
expression of practicing one of the traditions. It’s that one that says ‘Every group needs
the least possible organization. Rotating leadership is the best. The small group may elect
its secretary...” My first experience with tradition nine, sharing time in leadership, came
early in sobriety. My best A.A. buddy at the time was Dwight V. He was a wild man... A
white-haired, blue-eyed Hawaiian shirt wearing recovered alcoholic. He loved to say life
was ‘groovy’. He helped teach me about the spirit of rotation. Today I know it was God
doing the teaching.

Dwight and I met at my first home group. It was as a great A.A. group but it became
spiritually sick. Almost all the members left the meeting. I missed that meeting and the
fellowship. Eventually, Dwight and I decided we should start another meeting — a new
home group. We contacted a church, found a room, a time, and a format. We had to buy
all sorts of meeting equipment like chips, coffee, cups, coffee pot, and a few books. We did
this all with our own funds. This, I was told by Dwight, was service—we were to be fully
self-supporting. God made all this possible. Everything was groovy.

The meeting started with a few regular attendees. We took turns chairing the meeting. In a
short while, the meeting attendance rose appreciably. I was appointed G.S.R. Dwight was
treasurer. After a year, Dwight said we needed to rotate. “What?” I asked. He described
how the ninth tradition instructs us to rotate out of our service positions to keep anyone
from feeling like they are in charge. So we had an election at a business meeting. Dwight
reminded us that no one was in charge, except God. “Who’s next?” was adopted as a
mantra.

The spirit of rotation was alive and well in our group. It became a tradition to hand the
spare key off to the next person who would be the chair and lead the meeting for the next
month. That person was responsible for opening the door, getting the meeting set up and
leading the meeting. The newcomers were given rotating jobs like greeter to take partin a
service commitment. It really helped to keep them coming back.

Dwight moved out of town after a while but the spirit he instilled still lives on. Our
meeting now has around 50 regular attendees. We have a monthly rotation of the group
chair, two year rotations of secretary, treasurer, G.S.R. and an alternate G.S.R., and a few
various service positions. I think of Dwight at these group conscience meetings, when
someone holds out the key and asks “who’s next?” It is my wish that everyone take an
opportunity to experience the traditions first hand in sobriety. It is possible to create the
fellowship you crave and participate in the spirit of rotation. I thank God for this valuable
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Excerpts from Alcoholics Anonymous, Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions, and Living Sober, are printed with
permission of AAWS, Inc. Excerpts from The Grapevine,
are printed with permission of the AA Grapevine Inc.

lesson in spiritual leadership. Now... Who’s next?
—“Tie-dye” Tom C.
Albuquerque




YOUTH ENJOYING SOBRIETY!

When I first came to A.A. and heard the promises
read at a meeting I was immediately intrigued
but also highly skeptical. T heard “a new freedom
and a new happiness,” and I thought about how
many times I had longed to know what happiness
really felt like. They said, “we will comprehend
the word serenity and we will know peace,” and I
thought about how exhausted and broken down I
was and how amazing it would be to find serenity.
It went on to say self-pity would disappear and
fear would leave me. Then they asked “Are the
extravagant promises?” and I thought, “They’re
beyond extravagant, more like impossible!” But
then I heard the whole room say, “We think not,”
and I was stunned. Not only did this entire room
of alcoholics believe these things were possible, but
as I stuck around I noticed they had actually come
true for many of them. It took some time, but I
started to believe that if it could work for them,
then maybe it could work for me to.

And I can happily say today that it has worked
and those promises really do come true. The funny
thing is, the reality of the promises in my life go
far beyond what I had hoped for in the beginning.
My imagination wasn’t even big enough to imagine
the happiness, freedom and serenity I feel today.
Every day I amazed at what my life has become and
I am filled with gratitude for the gifts of sobriety.
Are these extravagant promises? Definitely. But
are they possible? Absolutely!

—Celia N.

NMCYPAA UPDATE

May 8: We're going to Arizona to visit the ICYPAA
Bid Committee in Phoenix. Anyone interested in
going or more information, contact Patrick H. at
(505)340-6680 or Francisco A. at (575)571-5911

July 30-August: Conference 1 at the Hotel Blue
in downtown Albuquerque. For more info. visit
nmcypaa.org.

We’ve also got a barbecue coming up in Santa Fe
soon, so stay tuned for more info on that.

Ongoing: Host Committee meets every 1st and 3rd
Sunday of the month at 2 p.m. at the Desert Club.

VERY SOBER OLD(er) PEOPLE!

In the April PIO, the editor called for some
words from some “Old Timers.” Now I don’t
know where I fit. I am 73 years old, but
just ten years sober, but I have done a lot
of service work in my ten years and would
like to comment on what I am seeing from
young people in A.A. service. First a little
background about myself. I was a public
school teacher for thirty six years and after
retiring and getting sober, I have done service
work for both the Albuquerque Intergroup
and Area 46. I don’t know why this is, but
I have noticed that different generations of
young people have had different outlooks on
such things as service or lack of service to
the human community. These outlooks carry
over to our A.A. community also.

My awareness of a recent change in the
outlook of our younger A.A’s became
apparent when after about five and a
half years of service on the Albuquerque
Intergroup steering committee, I left for two
years so I could devote my time and energy to
a demanding Area 46 service position. After
rotating out of that position at the end of
December, I assumed a new position on the
Intergroup steering committee. Much to my
delight a young and devoted group of people
had volunteered to do service work for the
intergroup. After witnessing a great number
of generations of young people who seemed
mostly interested in “me”, what a wonderful
surprise to find young people interested in
what they can do for others.

Now, I realize I am making some sweeping
generalizations, but I do perceive there is a
big change in young peoples attitudes for the
most part. I have also talked to others who
have been in service for many more years
than I have and they agree with me.

I don’t know if this is a national phenomenon
or just a local glitch, but my experience and
what I read tells me this may be national or
even world wide. If so it is going to energize
A.A'’s service work like nothing in a long
time.

Al J.
Editor’s Note: Thanks guys. Now, who’s next?
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> Central Office encourages all groups to elect an Intergroup <
representative. Join us at the next Intergroup meeting the second
Sunday of every month, at 2 pm, at the Brownbaggers.

Intergroup Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

April 11, 2010
Submitted By Sean E — Secretary

[. INTRODUCTIONS & ATTENDEES

* Michael W-Mountainside ¢ Steve P-Free Spirits
Michael Q-Dawn Patrol * Kris H-Dawn Patrol

Jason K-Straight Pepper Diet ® Sandy H-Ladies Room
Deborah J-Sunrise Sobriety ® Buzz R-Dawn Patrol
Patrick H-High Noon/NYMCPAA ¢ Morgan D-Straight
Pepper Diet ¢ Lila V-Isleta ¢ Sean F-Serendipity

Peggy A-Free Sipirts ¢ Jeremy H-Straight Pepper Diet
Bernie J-Singleness of Purpose ¢ Bill D-Seeking Serenity

II. MINUTES
e Approved

III. TREASURER’S REPORT

e Total Revenues $6,782.04

e Annual Revenue $27,058.64

¢ Gross Income $3,454.50

¢ Annual Gross Income $18,667.63

* Total Expense 44,30.80

* Total Annual Expense $16,749.92

 Net Income -$906.30

e Annual Net Income $1,917.71

¢ Still in the black for the year. We paid a $3,600 literature
bill two times and have been credited by GSO for double
contribution. Steve has looked back two years and found
group contributions are up, but literature sales are down. A

quarterly report of group contributions was handed out

IV. CENTRAL OFFICE COORDINATOR’S & ALT.
COORDINATOR’S REPORT

* Software has been transferred from the old computer to the
new one, but still working on networking the printer

* Phone system estimate is currently at $1,300. It is pretty
much the same system as the old one. Michael is looking into
a $700 system that might work as well. The current system
dates back to approximately 1975.

* There are desk sifts open 7-10 pm on Fridays and 3-6 every
other Sundays. The substitute list is “invigorated.” Need
people to do 12 step calls, particularly in Los Lunas & Belen.
* Michael re-read literature on relationship between Area 46
and Central office

e Literature is well stocked and there is a credit with GSO for
literature

* Number of calls in March is down about 50 calls from last
month. The number of walk ins is about the same

*Done better keeping desk workers than last month.

V. ACTIVITIES

o All the remaining speaker meeting slots for the year have
been filled. Next Saturday District 18. Districtl 1 will host
7/17/10 at Shepherd of the Valley church. District 13 is
filling the fourth slot details will be posted later

* Need to find a new location for the alcathon. Nativity will
still allow events but not for alcathon. This need to find a
place is increasingly urgent.

* There was a discussion about closing the alcathon for a
period in the middle of the night. There are other alcathons
in the area. Reps were urged to take this to their groups for

discussion.

VI. MEMBER AT LARGE REPORT

* No report

VII. PASS IT ON

* March was the second month of the three legacies theme.
There is a good article on page 2. Page 3 has second youth
in sobriety article. Still looking for contributors for a section
focusing on older members. Only three groups sent in
birthday information this month. Groups are encouraged to

contribute

VIII. SCHEDULES
e Print schedule going to the printer. Up to date on line and
at Central Office

IX. COMMUNITY OUTREACH
* No report

X. WEB SITE

* No report

XI. OLD BUSINESS

* Picnic or Dinner this year? It’s the 35th Anniversary of
Central Office. Does this have to be an either or question?
Yes, because can only support one. Dinner should be non-pot
luck. Catered? In the Fall? Reps are encouraged to take back

to groups for input

XII. NEW BUSINESS

* Special Needs position is still open.

XII. GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS
* The Isleta Club is smoke free from April 1st on

*Steering Committee and intergroup meeting is non-smoking




IT WORKS, IT REALLY DOES!

Seeking Serenity: Carol W-9 months! Lee R, Joanne, Bill D & Mani G-1 year!
Cathy-3 years! Pam P-17 years! Seniors Seeking Serenity: Fred J-21 years!
El Centro: Goldie-2 months! Melissa, Chelsie & Frank M-3 months!
Marilyn-1 year! Bill-2 years! Gabriel-4 years! Mary-9 years! Deborah W-16 years!
Jose-27 years! Patti B & Vences T- 28 years!

Please submit your June sobriety birthdays to
passiton@albuquerqueaa.org

ALBUQUERQUE

INTERGROUP SPEAKER MEETING
AND CENTRAL OFFICE FUNDRAISER

SPONSORED BY DISTRICT ELEVEN

Saturday, July 17

Shepherd of the Valley Church
1801 Montano Road N'W

Potluck
Speaker Meeting

Fundraising Raffle
All proceeds will be donated to Central Office

To donate items for the raffle contact

Kris H. 247-3570

IMPORTANT STATE CONVENTION INFORMATION
This year’s convention will be held at Ghost Ranch, in northern New
Mexico. This wonderfully spiritual setting sets the stage for this
year's theme, Action into Serenity. If you wish to learn more about
the convention please visit www.2010area46convention.org.

Central Office
Urgently Needs
Deskworkers

Requirements for this service
opportunity are six months of
sobriety, a sponsor and a home
group. A desk shift at Central
Office can enhance your sobriety.
It can broaden your view of the
service structure of your group,

your district and your area.

And it’s fun!

Call Central Office today
at 266-1900.




March 2010 Treasurer’s Report

Total Revenues $6,782.04
Cost of Sales $3,327.54
Gross Income $3,454.50
Expenses $4,360.80
NET INCOME $-906.30

For a copy of the full Central Office incomelexpense report, join
us at the next Intergroup Meeting on the second Sunday of the
month, 2 pm, at the Brownbaggers.

Corrections Corner
May 2010

Kris H has graciously offered her home as an informal meeting place
for women who have been involved in corrections, (carrying the A.A.
message to jails and prisons), are currently involved in corrections, or
are interested in getting involved in corrections work. Purpose: to share
experience strength and hope and to answer questions about doing this
type of service work. Meetings will be on the 3rd Wednesday of every
month from 7:30 - 8:30 beginning April 21. Drinks and snacks will
be provided. For more information and directions to Kris’ home please
contact Carol M @ 505-615-9494 or Kris H @ 505-250-6704.
Thank you.
Carol M.

Bridging the Gap

Bridging the Gap helps alcoholics in an alcoholism treatment facility
make a transition into A.A. by using Temporary Contacts. If you
would like to help in this very important 12th Step work in your
area and have at least one year of continuous sobriety in A.A, please
contact me at d13bridgethegap@gmail.com or call 773.610.7777 for
more information or to volunteer. The calls are coming in, alcoholics
are reaching out, and it’s a great way to get your 12th step on!

Thank you.

Jason K.

March 2010

Monthly Service Activities Report

PHONE CALLS

MAR10 FEB10 MARDO9

Information 830 790 924
12-Step 22 25 23
Al-Anon 13 13 23
Message 18 21 23
Other 87 85 117
TOTAL 970 934 1110
WALK INS
Information 10 14 12
12-Step 0 3 2
Al-Anon 0 3 0
Get Schedule 26 21 15
Purchase 168 144 177
Tapes 2 0 3
Message 8 1 2
Casual 30 21 36
Other 35 8 31
TOTAL 279 215 278
DESKWORKERS*
Regulars 50
Substitutes 37
TOTAL 87
DESK SHIFTS*
Weekdays 138
Weekends 40
TOTAL 178

WEEKDAY SHIFTS*

Worked by Regulars ~ 165/(93%)

Worked by Substitutes 13/(7%)

TOTAL 178
WEEKEND SHIFTS*

Worked by Regulars 35/(92%)

Worked by Substitutes 13/(7%)

TOTAL 40
SHIFTS WORKED BY MICHAEL
3 hour shifts (4) 12 hours
2 hour shifts (0) 0 hours
night phone (0) 0 hours
SHIFTS WORKED BY KATHY
3 hour shifts (4) 12 hours
2 hour shifts (1) 2 hours
night phone (0) 0 hours

TOTAL 26 hours

*INCLUDES NIGHT PHONE

DISTRICT 13 BUSINESS MEETING HAS CHANGED DAY AND LOCATION

2nd SATURDAY of the month at 10am

St Thomas of Canterbury, 425 University Blvd NE (1 blk north of MLK Blvd)




INTERGROUP/
CENTRAL OFFICE

MEETING
The Albuquerque Intergroup
holds it’s monthly Intergroup
representative meeting on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 2pm at the
Brownbaggers group, now located
at 3939 San Pedro NE (at Hendrix)
Building F, Suite A. Please join us
and give your homegroup a voice in
your Central Office/Intergroup.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

- FOUNDER’S "X ~
DAy 2010

WEEKEND

Friday June 11th

5pm - Potluck Dinner
(Fried Chicken & Beverages provided)

6pm - 6 O’Clock Irregulars Double Speaker Meeting

(Main Speaker: John S., Albuquerque)

8pm - Straight Pepper Diet Speaker Meeting

(Main Speaker: Jen N., Las Cruces, Area 46 Chairperson)

9pm - Movie Screening: “My Name is Bill W.”

(Sponsored by Saturday Night Alive Group - Suggested Donation: $1)

Saturday June 12th
8pm - Saturday Night Alive Group

(Topic Discussion: AA History)

9-12pm - Dance: DJ Steve R.

(Sponsored by Saturday Night Alive Group - Suggested Donation: $3 singles, $5 couples)

THE DESERT CLUB - 4305 MESA GRANDE PL SE - ALBUQUERQUE
(505) 265-5526

HERE’S WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND TOWN!

The A.A. Home Group
Workshop
The Heartbeat of AA

Sponsored by District 11

Saturday May 15th, 2010
9:00— 11:00 AM
4th & Alameda
Albuquerque, NM
Nativity Parish Pastoral Center
. What is a Home Group?

« Why do I belong to one?
. What does it mean to be a member?

SISTER TO SISTER

16TH ANNUAL WACO WOMENS CONFERENCE

IF GOD BRINGS YOU TO IT HEWILL SEE YOU THROUGH IT

The retreat s located at three mountain retreat in Clifton, Texas. The registration fee includes lodging, 5 meals & two snacks, workshops,
speakers, trail ride & much more. You will need to bring your own linens, towels, soap, pillows, flashlight, personal items & special diet
needs. Checkin time is 4pm. Make checks payable to “sister to sister conference.” You may mail your $55.00 deposit to sister to sister

retreat clo Sus;e Ma\thews 2230(:amhnda Dr, Waco,TX 76710.The remaining $55.00 is due upon

armival. Registrati t-shirts and raffie tickets will be on sale.
DRAWING FOR FREE REGISTRAﬂcN FOR 2011 CONFERENCE
> SPEAKERS
& Date: August 6th, 7th, & 8th of 2010
. Directions:

Nikki f' AA/ALANON DFW: Take I-35W , south from Ft. Worth or 1-35E from Dallas to Hillsboro (exit 370).
Waco, TX Take St. Hwy 22 , West, through Whitney & across Whitney Damn, to FM 219. Turn left,
Friday 8 PM 10 miles to Clifton.. Continue 7 miles past Clifton to FM 182. Turn left, 1/2 mile to second
Stﬂcey S. AA entrance on the left.

San Antonio, TX

Waco: Take Hwy 6 from Waco to Hwy 219 in Clifton ( 1st red light), left on FM 219,
Saturday 8 PM

T7miles to Hwy 182, 1/2 miles to second entrance on the left.

Pati §.
Austin: Take I-35 north from Austin to Temple. Take Hwy 36 West past Gatesville to FM
182. Tun right to Tumersville. Continue 10 miles past Tumersville on Hwy 182 to en-
trance on right.
Mail your $55.00 deposit to
Sister to Sister Retreat
Sister To Sister C/O Susie Matthews
Waco’s Women Conference 2230 Carolinda Dr.

Waco.TX 76710

[0 Would be willing to lead a

Total

% 3 Name
Registration workshop
Cost AT T R e [ Trail Ride must wear long pants .Shirts
$110 must be tucked in. Sturdy shoes with

closed toes.

O Special Needs Cabin

w e e SR OB SR TR T i o LR ST AN HowIman !
Phone YRS, Mths,

Suzie M. 254-756-7077 0 AL-Anon YRS___ Mths

Method of Payment L Cash [ Check # O will be bring a raffle item to help raise
O Money Order # money for scholarships

Maps mailed with returned confirmation. 0 sto T Shict
Check in at 4 PM No occupancy before check in time. _sm__med_lg__x_ xxi




Albuquerque Central Office
1921 Alvarado NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110

{505} 266-1900
www.AlbuquerqueAA.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Subscribe Today!
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Pass It On Subscription $7.00 Annually

Name

Address

City State Zip

This is a gift, please sigh my name on the card:

Name

Become a Faithful Fiver !!
Pledge $5 a month to Central Office and
you'll get Pass It On delivered to your door.

Please make checks payable to Central Office of Albuquerque.
Mail your check or come by the office and drop it off.
1921 Alvarado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110
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Albuquerque
Intergroup
Central Office

Hours:
Monday through Friday
8 am to 10 pm
Saturday and Sunday
9amto 9 pm
*

The Office is at
1921 Alvarado NE,
two blocks north
of Constitution and
four blocks east
of San Mateo.
www.AlbuquerqueAA.org




